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attempt it would be in vain. The only way, therefore, is, under *'
all the views in which it can be placed, and with a due con-
sideration to circumstances, habits, &c., &c., to form such a gov-
ernment as will bear the scrutinizing eye of criticism, and trust
to the good sense and patriotisms of the people to carry it into
effect Demagogues, men who are unwilling to lose any of their
State consequence, and interested characters in each, will oppose
any general government. But let these be regarded lightly, and
justice, it is to be hoped, will at length prevail"
On Monday the Convention began its business with a vote
on Ellsworth's motion that each state have one vote in the
Senate. Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Delaware, and
Maryland voted aye; Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and
the two Carolinas voted no. Georgia was divided. This was a tie
vote, which did not actually represent the sense of the whole
house. Maryland would have been divided if Jenifer had not
that morning been late in attending. In his absence, Martin
alone cast Maryland's vote, as any of its delegates was authorized
to do. Georgia was divided because Pierce and Few had left the
day before to go back to Congress in New York. In their absence
the two Georgia delegates remaining could not agree. It was
said at the time that one of them voted less out of conviction than
out of despair that any general agreement could be arrived at. In
any case, with Georgia divided and Maryland not divided, more
or less by accident, there was no decision.
Just after the result of the vote was announced from the Chair,
Jenifer came in, no doubt breathless and apologetic. King asked
that the vote be taken again. This was manifestly against the
Convention rules, and was not allowed. Even if it had been,
there would still have been an inflexible minority of four dele-
gations, who might withdraw from the Convention rather than
agree to the Virginia plan.
Sherman said they appeared to be "at a full stop," but he
supposed nobody meant they should break up the Convention
without proposing something. General Pinckney proposed that
a committee be appointed, made up of one member from each
state, to "devise and report some compromise/' During the dis-
cussion, Gouvemeur Morris, who had that day resumed his seat,
made a flamboyant speech urging that the members of the
Senate be appointed by the executive, ggifor life, in order to

